Week 3 Discussion 2 Response
Response to Dr. Whitehead
Hello Dr. W,
Your reply was immensely insightful and assisted me in understanding the steps that are normally taken to enhance the confidentiality of research data. From my understanding, the researcher has to identify the individuals to whom the data can be disclosed from the outset (University of Delaware, 2020). Furthermore, the researcher has to adequately understand the specific legal requirements or regulations surrounding the confidentiality of the data at hand, which will enable him to identify situations in which the data can be exposed and situations where it is absolutely prohibited (University of Delaware, 2020). Additionally, it is important to understand any detrimental outcomes that may result from exposing the research data, and whether the data would be valuable to the individuals who are not authorized to access it such as hackers (University of Delaware, 2020). These considerations will be important in defining the steps that the researcher should take to guarantee the confidentiality of the data. Ultimately, the researcher should be able to handle any discrepancies or challenges that may arise such as due to accidental disclosure of information (Thorndike, & Thorndike-Christ, 2009).
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